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development,  so  the  philosophy  of 
building  on  existing  strengths  and 
establishing  strong  standards  for  design 
could  have  a  dramatic  effect  on  the  whole 
City. 

Columbus  Avenue  is  another  major 
boulevard  linking  together  important 
neighborhoods  in  the  center  of  the  City. 
The  street  is  very  well  developed  in  some 
parts  -  e.g.,  the  South  End  -  which 
provides  a  foundation  for  future 
development  efforts. 

Hyde/Jackson  sits  on  the  edge  of  the 
community,  near  Roxbury  and  Mission 
Hill.  The  vitality  of  this  space  has  a 
dramatic  impact  on  nearby  housing  and 
commercial  spaces,  the  transit  system,  and 
the  image  of  the  community.  It  is  a  model 
of  the  mixed-use  district,  with  a  healthy 
and  diverse  mix  of  residential, 
commercial,  recreational,  and  social- 
service  activities. 

Forest  Hills  is  a  gateway  to  Boston  and 
Jamaica  Plain.  The  modern  station  stands 
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Develop  strategies  to  provide  safe  passage 
from  one  side  to  the  other.  Use  the 
Southwest  Corridor  as  the  foundation  of 
planning.  Encourage  housing 
developments  and  private  businesses  to 
create  an  open  public  face.  Develop  a 
strategic  plan  for  development  of  vacant 
parcels.  Identify  historic  structures  that 
can  be  redeveloped  to  increase  business, 
artistic,  and  residential  life  and  improve 
the  corridor's  appearance.  Build  upon 
Jackson/Egleston  Strategy. 

Develop  comprehensive  traffic  calming 
initiative,  tied  to  more  legible  pedestrian 
connections  from  T  stop.  Build  on  the 
Department  of  Public  Works'  plans  for 
Hyde  Square  traffic  island.  Widen 
sidewalks  and  install  benches  where 
pedestrians  can  stop  for  a  rest  and  to  wait 
for  a  bus.  Develop  district-wide  standards 
for  signage  to  gradually  rid  the  area  of 
loud,  garish,  unattractive  signage. 
Through  Main  Streets,  encourage 
improvements  to  building  frontage. 
Develop  incentives  for  rehabilitation  of 
historic  structures,  such  as  Victorian 
houses  and  other  early-20th-century 
buildings.  Install  trash  cans  and  other 
amenities  and  design  improvements  that 
would  improve  the  appearance  of  the  area. 

Beginning  with  improvements  to  station 
and  legibility  of  paths  to  the  station, 
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Street  presents  a  major  barrier  between 
Jamaica  Plain  and  Mission  Hill  on  one 
side,  and  Roxbury  on  the  other  side. 
Heavy  traffic,  high  fences,  and  inward- 
facing  housing  developments  undermine 
public  character  of  street. 

This  diverse  mixed-use  district  contains 
single-story  commercial  structures,  3-to-4- 
story  residential  and  commercial 
structures,  a  high-rise  development,  a 
major  supermarket,  four  churches,  and  a 
small  shopping  center.  Automobile  traffic 
dominates  area.  Sidewalks  are  narrow.  T 
station  feels  far  from  commercial  spaces, 
even  though  it  is  close  by.  Pedestrian 
crossings  are  poorly  marked  with  no 
traffic-calming  devices.  Hyde  Square 
rotary  does  not  provide  any  traffic- 
calming  or  orientation,  or  intermediate 
places  for  pedestrian  crossing.  Appearance 
of  neighborhood  is  jumbled. 

Area  is  a  confusing,  half-developed 
hodge-podge  of  uses.  The  T  station  offers 
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as  a  beacon  to  travelers  from  all  directions 
but  the  surrounding  area  lacks  the  identity 
that  is  possible  and  necessary  for  the 
healthy  development  of  a  mixed-use 
district. 

Transportation  choices  are  critical  to  make 
the  neighborhood  convenient  for  residents 
and  visitors  alike. 

All  of  the  city  needs  ways  to  orient  people 
who  come  from  different  directions. 

Jamaica  Plain  recognizes  its  position  as  a 
transit  hub,  especially  at  Forest  Hills  T 
station,  but  commuter  traffic  and  parking 
should  not  interfere  with  the  economic 
and  social  life  of  the  community. 

Maintaining  "staple"  goods  and  services 
in  neighborhood  business  and  activity 
centers  is  a  city-wide  priority. 
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40 
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promote  development  of  diverse 
businesses  in  area.  Exploit  commuter, 
park,  and  residential  traffic  with  strong 
mix  of  businesses  on  South  and 
Washington  Streets  and  Hyde  Park 
Avenue.  Encourage  mixed-use 
redevelopment  with  shops  on  the  bottom 
level  and  residences  on  top  levels. 

Construct  taxi  stands  Hyde  and  Egleston 
Squares. 

Install  legible  maps  and  other  information, 
at  kiosks  strategically  located  near  T  stops 
and  in  business  districts. 

Develop  a  strategic  plan  for  handling  all 
transit-oriented  parking.  Develop  strong 
minimum  standards  for  buffering  these 
spaces.  No  facilities  -  either  structured  or 
surface  parking  -  should  create  large  gaps 
in  the  streetscape  of  the  community. 

Support  Business  Committee's  efforts  to 
maintain  the  retail  function  of  the  Post 
Office  in  Jamaica  Plain  Center  and  to 
relocate  shipping  and  sorting  functions  at 
a  more  appropriate  light  industrial  site  in 
the  neighborhood. 
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the  potential  for  major  mixed-use,  transit- 
oriented  development.  While  the  diversity 
of  the  area  is  critical  to  its  overall  vitality, 
there  also  needs  to  be  some  coherence  to 
the  overall  design  so  that  people  do  not 
feel  disoriented  and  unsafe. 

Taxis  provide  convenient  service,  provide 
an  alternative  for  car  ownership,  and  could 
reduce  parking  in  congested  areas.  Taxis 
presently  cluster  in  Forest  Hills,  but  are 
scarce  elsewhere. 

Despite  its  rich  offerings  for  dining, 
recreation,  and  culture,  many  residents 
and  visitors  feel  disoriented  because  of  the 
lack  of  a  welcoming  center  for  the 
neighborhood.  For  many  people,  the  only 
reliable  information  comes  from  real 
estate  offices.  Information  should  be 
displayed  in  public  spaces. 

Jamaica  Plain  is  a  crossroads  for  many 
suburban  commuters.  It  is  reasonable  to 
provide  some  satellite  parking  facilities 
for  users  of  the  Orange  line,  but  those 
facilities  musty  be  designed  in  ways  that 
do  not  discourage  commercial  and  other 
development. 

Postal  Service  currently  working  on  plan 
to  consolidate  main  facility  and  post  office 
box  site  (now  across  the  street).  Working 
with  Jamaica  Plain  Neighborhood 
Council's  Business  Committee. 
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As  one  of  the  largest  structures  in  the 
neighborhood,  the  school  could  serve  as 
an  important  zone  of  transition  between 
spaces  (e.g.,.  Washington  Street  and 
Society  Hill)  as  well  as  a  place  for  people 
to  converge  from  all  over  the 
neighborhood. 

Basic  family  services  are  critical  not  only 
for  the  care  of  the  children  of  the 
neighborhood,  but  also  for  providing  a 
seamless  citywide  system  of  jobs, 
shopping,  social  services,  and  transit. 
People  from  all  over  the  City  should  be 
able  to  access  a  wide  range  of  services 
wherever  the  go  in  the  City. 

Especially  under  Boston's  zoned  school 
system,  school  buildings  play  a  vital  role 
in  engaging  people  from  both  inside  and 
outside  the  neighborhood  in  the  life  of  the 
community. 

The  Center  lies  at  a  major  crossroads  of 
the  neighborhood  and  could  be  part  of 
major  community  corridors  toward  the 
war  memorial,  down  South  Street,  and 
toward  Eliot  Street.  Some  connection  with 
the  memorial  could  dramatically  improve 
the  sense  of  place  and  generate  greater 
public  activity. 

The  Agassiz  School's  position  near  South 
Street  and  the  Green  Street  and  Forest 
Hills  T  stations  makes  it  a  critical 
opportunity  for  encouraging  public 
activities. 

Jamaica  Plain  could  be  part  of  a  system  of 
historic  and  cultural  markers  that  open  all 
neighborhoods  to  others.  Nearby 
neighborhoods  like  Mission  Hill,  Fenway, 
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Create  multiple  entrances  and  landscape 
the  area  to  create  distinct  spaces  where 
different  kinds  of  activities  might  take 
place.  Highlight  entrances  into  meeting 
and  recreation  spaces  within  the  building. 

Identify  places  in  neighborhood  with  large 
populations  of  young  people  and  land 
suitable  for  development.  Include  day-care 
issues  in  major  development  initiatives  of 
Urban  Edge  and  other  community-based 
planning  initiatives.  Build  affordable 
housing  for  day-care  providers  in  vicinity 
of  centers. 

Develop  strategies  for  integrating  these 
and  other  buildings  into  the  life  of  the 
street  when  appropriate  and  for  allowing 
community  groups  all  over  the  City  to 
meet  there. 

Consider  landscaping  and  placement  of 
benches  in  conjunction  with  development 
of  nearby  properties  and  sidewalks  to 
draw  more  traffic  into  area.  Evaluate 
parking  needs.  Encourage  bus  use, 
perhaps  with  small  discount  for  T  pass 
users.  Consider  transforming  parking  lot 
into  park. 

Work  with  community  to  develop  plan  for 
integrating  the  school  grounds  into  the  life 
of  the  street  and  community. 

Implement  a  tasteful  system  of  signage 
that  directs  people  to  historic  and  cultural 
sites.  A  hierarchy  of  tasteful  and 
uniformly  designed  signs  -  those  in  more 
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Location  near  Green  Street  T,  Southwest 
Corridor,  and  Washington  Street 
attractions  creates  the  potential  of  a  lively 
public  space.  Fencing  and  design  of  space 
does  not  invite  wide  range  of  users. 

Social  services  are  critical  to  development 
of  diverse  community  and  strengthening 
critical  "activity  areas."  Care  centers  must 
be  flexible,  diverse,  and  convenient. 

Schools  offer  important  architectural  as 
well  as  programmatic  opportunities. 
Setbacks  and  limited  hours  of  operation 
restrict  use  of  buildings. 

Center  offers  valuable  programs  and 
spaces  for  community  groups.  Its  position 
at  the  intersection  of  South  and  Centre 
Streets  gives  it  a  critical  location.  But  the 
center  does  not  seem  to  generate  much 
activity  in  public  spaces;  partly  because  of 
its  setback  and  parking,  feels  detached 
from  area. 

Center's  location  between  South  Street 
and  the  Green  Street  T  station  offers  the 
potential  of  a  lively  activity  corridor. 
Design  of  school  and  grounds  undermines 
spontaneous  movement  of  people. 

Neighborhood  has  two  historic  districts  - 
Sumner  Hill  and  Eliot  Street/Pondside. 
People  new  to  the  area,  and  even  longtime 
residents,  do  not  have  a  useful  system  to 
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Public  schools  (e.g.,  English  High  School, 
Mary  Curley  School,  James  Michael 
Curley  School,  Agassiz  School,  Egleston 
Community  School) 
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and  Roslindaie  could  be  connected  to 
Jamaica  Plain  better  -  and  vice  versa  - 
with  a  comprehensive  effort. 

School  relocation  is  part  of  Urban  Edge's 
Jackson/Egleston  strategy,  as  well  as 
efforts  to  develop  Southwest  Corridor. 
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public  areas  and  transit  nodes  could 
provide  more  information,  while  others 
scattered  through  the  neighborhood  could 
provide  directions  to  specific  attractions  - 
would  tie  the  whole  neighborhood 
together.  Monuments  and  markers  could 
be  integrated  into  this  system. 

Work  with  school  to  make  sure  that  new 
facility  offers  opportunities  for  neighbors 
to  use  it  in  the  evenings,  weekends,  and 
summer. 
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guide  them  to  these  and  other  historic  sites 
in  the  area. 

Pilot  school  is  moving  to  new  facility  in 
Jackson  Square  and  offers  an  opportunity 
to  foster  development  in  that  area. 

4> 

u 

< 

(A 

3 
o 

O 

o 
o 

x: 

>> 

'e 

3 

E 

E 
o 
U 

E 
O 
to 

cu 

00 

LU 

o 

03 

CX 

C 

a> 
ex 

O 

-a 

c 

03 
tn 

:— 

a 
Cu 


cu 

s 

o 

U 

>> 

•*■* 

U 

■a 
s 
es 

"O 

o 
o 

x: 

U 

o 

Xi 
J= 
M 

'3 

z 

The  Emerald  Necklace  is  arguably  the 
neighborhood's  greatest  physical  asset,  for 
residents  and  visitors  alike,  but  needs 
connections  for  pedestrians  to  realize  its 
full  potential. 

The  Arborway  is  a  critical  connector 
between  Jamaica  Pond  and  the 
Arboretum,  two  of  the  leading  attractions 
for  residents  and  visitors  alike. 

A  critical  connector  between  the  Forest 
Hills  transit  node  and  the  renowned 
Arboretum.  Also  a  critical  connection  in 
the  City's  growing  bicycle  network. 
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Crosswalks  need  more  pedestrian- 
activated  signals.  Potential  new  crosswalk 
sites  include  Eliot  Street,  Lochstead 
Avenue,  and  somewhere  between  Bynner 
Street  and  the  Route  9  bridge.  Think  about 
closing  the  parkways  on  Sundays  like 
Cambridge  does  with  Memorial  Drive. 

Work  with  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  and  Arborway  Coalition  to 
develop  short-,  middle-,  and  long-range 
options  for  calming  traffic.  Short-term 
options  include  closing  off  service  roads 
with  barriers  and  signage  or  slowing 
traffic  with  more  parking.  Long-term 
efforts  might  include  major  rerouting  of 
traffic  and  reconstruction  of  roadway  to 
restrict  traffic  capacity. 

Continue  work  to  develop  bicycle  links 
from  the  T  station  to  the  Arboretum.  Work 
with  MBTA  and  other  stakeholders  to 
develop  safer,  more  legible  pedestrian 
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Crossings  already  exist  at  Murray  Circle 
(adjacent  to  the  Arboretum),  the  Parkman 
Drive  rotary,  Pond  Street,  Perkins  Street, 
Bynner  Street,  and  Huntington  Avenue. 
Between  Bynner  and  Route  9,  however, 
there  are  no  adequate  crossings. 

Linkage  between  Jamaica  Pond  and 
Arnold  Arboretum  presents  danger  and 
inconvenience  for  pedestrians  and 
bicyclists.  Automobile  traffic  is  excessive. 
Service  lane  is  used  as  major  artery, 
creating  dangers  for  cars  backing  out  of 
driveways  too.  Access  to  Pond  and 
Arboretum  suffers.  The  Arborway 
Coalition  has  formed  to  lobby  MDC  for 
short-  and  long-term  changes  in  design 
and  use  of  roadway. 

Provides  an  important  linkage  between  the 
T  station  and  the  Arboretum.  Offers  an 
important  connection  in  the  bicycle 
network. 
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Riverway  and  Jamaicaway  access  to 
Jamaica  Pond  and  other  Emerald  Necklace 
connections 
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Initiative  could  be  a  major  demonstration 
project  for  the  city,  underscoring 
compatibility  of  housing  and  mass  transit. 

Franklin  Park  is  a  major  City  asset.  Its 
growing  popularity  -  particularly  the  Zoo 
-  requires  rethinking  transportation  and 
traffic  issues  to  enhance  the  park  and 
surrounding  neighborhoods. 

Franklin  Park  lies  at  the  center  of  the  City, 
surrounded  by  Jamaica  Plain,  Roslindale, 
Roxbury,  and  Dorchester.   It  is  a  resource 
that  is  geographically  close  to  all  of 
Boston's  neighborhoods,  in  addition  to 
being  a  resource  to  the  entire  metropolitan 
area. 
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passages  to  the  Arboretum,  South  Street, 
and  Morton  Street. 

Site  would  be  ideal  for  construction  of 
middle-income  housing  to  stabilize  area 
and  spur  small-scale  commercial 
development  on  South  Street.  Human- 
scale  development  would  help  knit 
together  scattered  pieces  of  area  -  T 
station,  street,  and  paths  to  Arboretum. 

Operate  a  direct  and  efficient  parks  shuttle 
system  to  connect  parks.  Enhance 
connections  to  both  Forest  Hills  and  Green 
Street  T  stops  (note  that  Green  Street  T 
station  is  only  2/5  mile  from  Franklin 
Park's  western  entrance).  Establish  a 
coherent  signage  system  for  people  in 
cars,  bicyclists,  and  pedestrians,  in 
coordination  with  other  signage  system 
(e.g.,  cultural  and  historic  sites).  Delineate 
a  "Green  Triangle"  trail  like  the  Freedom 
Trail.  Take  advantage  of  bus  stop  location 
at  the  Zoo  entrance — where  can  you  go 
from  there  both  outside  of  the  park  and 
within  it. 

Work  with  the  Franklin  Park  Coalition  to 
develop  short-  and  long-term  approaches 
to  enhancing  the  design  of  passive  green 
spaces,  the  edges  of  those  spaces,  the  flow 
of  people  and  automobiles,  and  the 
connections  between  Franklin  Park  and 
other  elements  of  the  city's  parks  and 
environmental  systems.  Develop  a 
management  plan  for  large  events  that 
draw  large  crowds  and  lots  of 
automobiles.  Work  with  Dorchester  and 
South  Boston  to  develop  a  master  plan  for 
enhancement  of  the  Columbia  Road 
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This  parcel  could  be  a  lynchpin  for 
development  of  the  Forest  Hills  area  and 
improvement  of  overall  use  of  area. 

Access  to  the  park  is  too  car-oriented. 
Bicycle  access  is  pretty  good  via  William 
Street  and  Glen  Road  but  needs  better 
legibility  (as  does  the  entire  bicycle 
network).  T  station  signage  is  particularly 
inadequate.  There  are  few  maps  of  the 
park  posted,  and  those  that  are  there  are 
not  well  placed  (i.e.  there  is  no  map  at  the 
entrance  by  the  Zoo). 

Franklin  Park  is  perhaps  the  most  vital 
piece  of  Olmsted's  Emerald  Necklace.  As 
the  current  terminus  of  the  system,  it 
shapes  the  flow  of  users.  Use  of  the  zoo 
and  golf  course  have  increased 
dramatically  in  recent  years,  presenting 
new  opportunities  to  highlight  and 
enhance  the  park  -  but  also  severe 
challenges  to  avoid  overuse  and  excessive 
traffic.  The  lack  of  a  Columbia  Road 
connector  to  the  Boston  Harbor,  as 
initially  envisioned  by  Olmsted,  creates  a 
sense  of  isolation.  Over  the  years,  Franklin 
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The  Corridor  links  together  Jamaica  Plain, 
Roxbury,  Mission  Hill,  and  the  South  End. 
It  also  terminates  at  Copley  Square,  a 
major  transportation  node  as  well  as 
business  and  entertainment  center. 

Parks  belong  to  all  in  the  City.  Access 
must  be  legible  and  easy  to  achieve. 

Cass  Rink  has  long  been  a  major  gathering 
place  for  Roxbury,  Jamaica  Plain,  and 
other  communities. 

Kelly  Rink  has  long  been  a  major 
gathering  place  for  Roxbury,  Jamaica 
Plain,  and  other  communities. 
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corridor.  Develop  a  strategy,  as  part  of  the 
City's  comprehensive  transportation 
initiative,  to  improve  access  to  the  park 
from  all  over  the  City  and  the  region. 
Improve  amenities  such  as  bubblers,  grills, 
and  rest  facilities. 

Develop  a  comprehensive  strategy  for 
pedestrian  crossings,  housing  and 
commercial  development,  and 
rehabilitation  and  maintenance  of  T 
stations. 

Offer  information  at  parks  and  other 
public  spaces  such  as  libraries  and 
community  centers  about  the  City's 
complete  inventory  of  parks.  Develop 
transit,  bicycle,  and  signage  linkages  to 
other  pieces  of  City  park  system. 

Depending  on  how  the  Kelly  Rink  issue  is 
settled,  consider  construction  of  a  new 
rink  in  conjunction  with  other  public 
realm  projects  in  the  area.  Design  the  new 
rink  to  accommodate  year-round  activity. 

Community  has  suggested  several  sites  for 
rink  locations  (e.g.,  the  former  site  on  the 
Jamaicaway,  Heath  Street  near  Jackson 
Square  T  station). 
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Park  has  developed  a  hodgepodge  of  uses 
with  little  attention  to  how  these  uses 
relate  to  each  other  and  how  the  impacts 
of  automobile  traffic  affects  the  "feel"  of 
the  park  for  users.  The  overall  design  feels 
auto-oriented.  It  is  not  clear  where  paths 
for  bicyclists  and  pedestrians  are  located. 

Park  has  proved  a  strong  addition  to  the 
City's  open  space  system.  Because  of 
Columbus  Avenue's  heavy  volume  of 
traffic,  however,  the  corridor's  potential  as 
a  "seam"  that  connects  communities  is 
undermined.  As  a  result,  park  use  does  not 
bring  together  communities  as  much  as  it 
might.  In  addition,  the  Corridor  needs  a 
master  plan  for  equipment,  landscaping, 
and  maintenance,  as  well  as  a  strategic 
approach  to  development. 

Residents  have  expressed  an  interest  in 
developing  a  system  that  provides  good 
signage  and  cues  to  Gardner  Street  landfill 
site,  Mass  Audubon  site,  Dorchester  and 
South  Boston  waterfront,  Neponset 
greenway. 

Rink  has  become  structurally  deteriorated 
in  recent  years  and  needs  major  overhaul. 
Volunteers  have  made  cosmetic 
improvements,  and  the  rink  has  been 
paved  for  in-line  skating.  But  the  overall 
structure  -  foundation,  roof,  and  windows 
-  needs  complete  reconstruction.  Cass 
Rink  plans  depend  on  Kelley  Rink 
replacement  plans. 

Rink  was  removed  from  Olmsted  Park  in 
1987.  Metropolitan  District  Commission 
seeks  sites  for  temporary  rink  for  five 
years  or  so  and  permanent  rink  later  on. 
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Access  and  legibility  of  other  parks  in 
Boston. 

E 

5 

GO 
GO 

CO 

U 

CO 
OJ 

_E 

CU 

2 

E 

cS 
"5 

# 


H 
fa- 


•' 


« 


H 
fa- 


H 

— 

2 

C 

Q 

cd 

• 

Oh 

— 

03 

£ 

'c5 

• 

H 

fa- 


H 

fa- 


fa- 


H 
fa- 


H 


H 
fa- 


00 

C 

.2 

cd 

on 

S— 

CD 
> 

c 
o 

U 

>^ 

-*— » 

"5 

E 

E 

o 

U 

o 

Ui 


C/3 


X 

w 

c 
o 

u 

--* 

0 

■o 
c 

S3 

"O 

o 

o 
xz 

© 

X! 

'S3 

Z 

Jamaica  Plain  and  other  communities 
outside  the  old  Shawmut  Peninsula  need 
greater  access  to  spaces  for  major  events. 

Utilizes  existing  infrastructure  to  create 
other  connections  in  the  minds  of  city 
residents.  Could  be  used  as  an 
environmental  education  tool  for  students 
in  neighborhoods  across  the  city. 

All  residents  of  the  city  should  have 
access  to  a  playground  within  a  short 
walk. 

Families  and  children  should  have  access 
to  existing,  working  facilities  close  to  their 
homes  whether  or  not  school  is  in  session. 

The  opportunity  to  participate  in 
organized  sports  is  important  in  the 
development  of  our  city's  young  people. 
The  city  should  have  adequate  facilities  to 
support  these  activities. 
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American  Legion  Highway  might  be  an 
appropriate  location  for  a  City  parade 
grounds. 

Signage  in  keeping  with  Emerald 
Necklace  signage  would  help  orient 
corridor  users. 

Utilize  vacant  lots  in  Hyde/Jackson 
Square  area  or  Egleston  Square  area  for 
pocket  parks  or  community  gardens  for 
local  use.  Ensure  that  there  is  equity  in 
parcel  acquisition. 

Develop  facilities  management  strategy  to 
take  better  advantage  of  schoolyards.  In 
addition  to  thinking  of  parks  for 
recreation,  consider  parks  as  tools  for 
environmental  education. 

Create  an  integrated  facilities  management 
strategy  that  involves  all  City  departments 
with  purview  over  sites.  Identify  sites  for 
possible  playing  fields. 
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A  number  of  major  public  events  - 
concerts,  parades,  festivals  -  have  been 
concentrated  on  the  Boston  Common,,  the 
Charles  River  Esplanade,  and  to  a  lesser 
extent  Franklin  Park.  These  events  have  a 
major  impact  on  the  physical  and  social 
makeup  of  the  neighborhood.  As  much  as 
possible,  they  should  be  shared  with 
neighborhoods  all  over  the  City. 

The  parkways  (Riverway,  Jamaicaway, 
Arborway,  VFW  Parkway)  offer 
connections  between  the  Charles  River  at 
Back  Bay  /  Kenmore  and  the  Charles 
River  in  West  Roxbury.  These 
connections  are  present  but  not  coherent. 

Jamaica  Plain  is  surrounded  by  links  of 
the  Emerald  Necklace,  but  many  people 
living  near  the  geographic  center  of  the 
community  do  not  have  access  to  tot  lots 
or  playgrounds  within  a  short  walk. 

Schoolyards  and  school  buildings  are  not 
used  in  the  afternoon  or  in  the  summer. 
Strong  connections  between  neighborhood 
residents  and  their  local  schools  have  been 
severed. 

Jamaica  Plain  has  several  neighborhood 
leagues  (e.g.,  soccer,  little  league  baseball) 
that  are  in  need  of  more  field  space. 
White  Stadium  and  English  High  School 
fields  are  owned  by  the  Boston  Public 
Schools,  not  Parks  and  Recreation, 
making  scheduling  and  coordination 
difficult.  Kids  from  other  neighborhoods 
participate  in  Jamaica  Plain's  program; 
perhaps  there  is  demand  to  spread  out  the 
games  into  other  neighborhoods. 
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E  line  service  would  provide  a  direct 
connection  to  Copley,  Government 
Center,  and  North  Station.  Service  with  as 
few  transfers  Service  would  also  protect 
service  between  Brigham  Circle  and 
Heath  Street,  which  was  suspended  after 
the  flood  of  1996. 

Forest  Hills  is  a  major  hub  for  the 
neighborhood,  the  city,  and  the  entire 
region.  Focusing  resources  in  this  area 
offers  the  possibility  for  not  only 
enlivening  the  Forest  Hills  area,  but  also 
supporting  access  to  transportation  choices 
to  local  residents  and  regional  visitors. 
The  Orange  line  is  viewed  by  many 
people  as  dangerous  or  otherwise 
unaccommodating.  Major  efforts  to 
improve  the  overall  environment  of  the 
line  would  increase  the  attractiveness  of 
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Either  restore  service  or  pull  up  tracks 
along  Centre  Street. 

Enhance  connection  to  both  South  Street 
and  Washington  Street  with  better 
footpaths,  benches,  kiosks  with  maps. 
Enhance  connection  to  Arboretum  and 
other  elements  of  Boston's  parks  system 
with  visible  green  lines  similar  to  Freedom 
Trail  path.  Design  bicycle  connection 
more  clearly  with  landscaping  and 
signage.  Improve  systems  of  orientation 
within  station.  Foster  better  environment 
for  development  with  thoughtful  use  of 
MBTA  yard;  possibilities  include  housing 
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Community  has  long  discussed  restoring 
service  of  the  Green  Line's  E  trunk  from 
Heath  Square  to  Forest  Hills.  Advocates 
say  that  statistics  bear  out  proposition  that 
riders  prefer  trolley  service  to  No.  39  bus 
service.  Opponents  express  concern  about 
negative  impact  of  trolley  service  on 
traffic  and  business  along  Centre  Street. 

Station  is  a  major  hub  for  the  City  with 
rapid  transit,  commuter  line,  and  major 
bus  lines.  Station  design  is  attractive, 
though  disorienting  at  times.  Movement 
from  nearby  streets  and  sidewalks  seems 
difficult  and  dangerous  at  times. 
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Reducing  auto  traffic  along  this  stretch 
would  allow  pedestrians  and  bicyclists  to 
make  better  connections  as  they  travel 
along  the  Emerald  Necklace.  It  is  a  good 
opportunity  to  experiment  with  alternative 
commuting  models. 
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"green  triangle."  Transit  loop  would  offer 
service  at  times  of  especially  high  traffic. 
System  can  be  offered  in  conjunction  with 
major  institutions  and  MBTA.  Loop  might 
also  offer  bicycle  rentals  and  secure  bike 
parking  stations  at  Forest  Hills  T  station. 
Also:  Identify  spaces  that  can  be  closed  to 
automobile  traffic  for  one  weekend  day 
during  summer  months,  similar  to 
Cambridge's  Memorial  Drive. 

Stronger  connections  to  nearby 
neighborhood  business  districts  are 
essential  to  strengthen  all  business  districts 
and  to  attract  more  diverse  visitors. 

Develop  system  that  links  key  parts  of 
Jamaica  Plain  and  nearby  neighborhoods 
(e.g.,  Arboretum,  Franklin  park.  Centre 
Street,  Washington  Street,  Orange  line 
stations).  Consider  use  of  dial-a-van  (e.g., 
The  Ride)  and  jitneys  (see  the  Atlantic 
City  model),  as  well  as  taxi  stations 
throughout  the  area. 

Develop  strategic  plan  for  redesign  of  the 
Arborway  between  the  Arboretum  and 
Jamaica  Pond.  Consider  traffic  calming 
options,  and  encouraging  commuter  traffic 
to  utilize  other  modes  of  transportation  in 
to  downtown  (e.g.  Orange  Line,  biking  on 
the  Southwest  Corridor). 
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Arboretum,  and  Franklin  Park. 
Massachusetts  Audubon  site's  completion 
will  add  a  fourth  major  green  space  to  the 
area.  Increased  volume  of  visitors, 
particularly  at  Franklin  Park  Zoo,  presents 
major  traffic  issues  for  Jamaica  Plain  and 
nearby  neighborhoods. 

Levels  of  service  is  inadequate.  No  41 
does  not  have  service  on  weekends,  No. 
38  is  erratic. 

Arborway  currently  carries  eight  lanes  of 
traffic  (4  each  way)  between  the 
Arboretum  and  Jamaica  Pond.  This  stretch 
is  in  between  roads  that  have  half  of  that 
traffic  capacity. 
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Historic  and  environmental  preservation  is 
important  for  the  continuity  and 
authenticity  of  the  community. 
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improvements  in  T  station  areas  to  make 
neighborhoods  more  convenient. 

Community  calls  for  public  acquisition  of 
land  or  mitigation  of  development  plan 
with  buffering  between  pond  and  housing. 

Develop  strategic  approach  to  signage  in 
area,  with  information  kiosks  at  critical 
sites  (e.g.,  Centre  Street,  Jamaica  Pond,  T 
stations)  and  markers  throughout  the 
neighborhood  that  are  consistent  with 
similar  signage  throughout  the  City. 
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Renovation  of  homes  taking  place  under 
auspices  of  Urban  Edge,  Tenants  Council, 
and  various  governmental  agencies. 
Homes  are  structurally  sound  but  need 
improvements  to  windows,  drainage, 
retaining  walls,  etc.  Improving  the  image 
of  the  development  is  critical  to  the 
revitalization  of  Jackson  Square  and 
Egleston  Square  areas.  Development  of 
more  public  spaces  that  integrate  the 
homes  with  the  larger  public  realm  is  a 
priority. 

Design  process  underway  for  complete 
overhaul  of  buildings,  which  have  serious 
structural  flaws.  United  Residents  in 
Academy  Homes  II  (URIAH)  overseeing 
project. 

Private  developers  modifying  plan  to  build 
high-end  housing  on  west  side  of  Jamaica 
Pond. 

Sumner  Hill,  Eliot  Square/Pondside,  and 
Woodbourne  near  Forest  Hills  are  existing 
and  potential  historic  districts.  But 
residents  and  visitors  are  not  directed  to 
these  treasures  by  adequate  signage. 
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